
Athletic Field Artificial Turf Maintenance 

 

There has been a lot of discussion about the required maintenance of a proposed artificial 
turf field in Keyport. Here are the facts, a professional contact and a website regarding 
artificial turf maintenance: 

1) In speaking with a professional in the artificial turf business, Mr. Michael Pita of French 
& Parello in Wall Township (732-312-9800) and School Business Officials from Ocean 
Township, Rumson Fair Haven, Mahwah and Hazlet, there is universal agreement that 
maintaining artificial turf is less time consuming and less costly than natural grass.  
School Business Officials disagree on how less costly, but agree it is consistently less 
costly. The grass does not have to be mowed. Pesticides and fertilizer do not have to be 
applied and watering does not have to occur. Comments from users go from “less 
expensive’ to “significantly less expensive” to maintain. 

2) Maintenance from artificial turf includes a machine called a “fluffer” which goes over 
the field to clean it. It is similar to a Zamboni which is used to go over the ice in hockey. 
The manufacturer recommendation on use of the “fluffer” is once every six weeks. 
Business officials have had maintenance departments use these machines once per 
week or two which is higher than the current recommendation. The “fluffer” comes 
with the installation and is not an extra cost. No insecticides or antiseptics are required 
on the artificial turf. Gum is a not allowed on artificial turf. 

3) For more information about maintaining artificial turf, you can visit the following web 
site: 
http://www.fieldturf.com/en/service/maintenance 

4) After speaking to a professional in the field and with School Business Officials in 
Monmouth County using artificial turf, the consistent and over-riding theme is that the 
artificial turf fields are used more than natural turf. They are constantly being used in 
Ocean Township, Rumson, Mahwah and Hazlet. Natural Turf could not sustain this 
increased usage without significantly more maintenance. By adding lights to a field it 
opens up the possibility of more activities for the field. Artificial turf has improved 
significantly over the past 10 years and is significantly safer to use per Mr. Pita, of the 
engineering firm, French & Parello. 

5) Residents with more questions can call the Keyport Business Office, call Mr. Pita at the 
number above or view the maintenance video on the website. 
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